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ARTURO PARRA
GUITARIST AND COMPOSER

Arturo Parra's initial music and guitar studies were self-
guided. He went on to complete his undergraduate work
in his native Bogotda, Colombia and to co-found Colombia's
first guitar quartet, Espiral, as well as Duo Contemporaneo
de Guitarras. From 1981 to 1989 he gave concerts solo and

with these two groups, offering a contemporary repertoire
dominated by premieres.

In 1989, Arturo Parra moved to Montreal (Canada), where he
obtained master's and doctoral degrees in music from the
Université de Montréal in 1991 and 1998, respectively. Early
on, his interest in expanding the sonic boundaries of
composition led him away from the performer's usual role as
purveyor of the standard repertoire. His works feature some
fifty new guitar playing techniques that have become part
and parcel of his aural signature.
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